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social influence. The theory is that all other classes are
created for the service of the Brahmans, and that the highest
possible virtue consists in obedience and homage being
rendered to them. Their influence and authority are sup-
posed to extend over all the acts and relationships of life,
and everything enjoyed or possessed by others comes, they
affirm, from the favour of the Brahmans, and belongs
properly to them. Manu says (i, 100, 101, 105), " Whatever
exists in the universe is all in eifect, though not in form, the
wealth of the Brahman; since the Brahman is entitled to it
all by his primogeniture and eminence of birth. The Brah-
man eats but his own food, wears but his own apparel, arid
bestows but his own in alms. Through the benevolence of
the Brahmans, indeed, other mortals enjoy life. He alone
deserves to possess this whole earth." In accordance with
these and other principles of the law of Manu, so far as it is
possible to carry them out in human society, the attempt has
been made to shape out the whole civil polity of the state.

Occupying, as it does, a secluded corner of the peninsula of
India, and having thus escaped the modifying influences
of conquest and political change, Travancore retains the
observance of most of the laws and institutions of Hinduism
in their primitive form and obligation. It ^ has yielded but
very slowly, and with intense and unconcealed reluctance, to
the few inevitable national reforms which have been effected,
to the introduction and extension of Christianity, and to
the consequent gradual decrease of Brahmanical domination
and influence. This state is still therefore one of the great
strongholds of Hinduism and caste in the South of India,
and is distinguished as " The Land of Piety and Charity "
for its liberal support of the Brahmanical religion and priest-
hood. !N"o less than one-fifth of the whole annual revenue
of the state is expended on the support of the Brahman
temples and priests, and the influential classes are united in